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AN ANCIENT CHRISTMAS CAROL

BY

R. L. PEARSALL

Lonpon: NOVELLO AND COMPAMY, Limiten

The original melody employed, as & Cantus firmus, in the following composition, is to be found in an old German book
published in the year 1570,—which, from its title and contents, appears to have contained the ritual of the Protestant
Congregations of Zweibrueken and Neuburg. Even there it I8 called “ A very ancient song (uraltes Lied) for Christmas-eve i
80 that there can be no doubt that it is one of those old Roman Cathalic melodies that Luther, on account of their beauty,
retained in the Protestant Service. It was formerly sung in the processions that took place on Christmas-eve, and is so still
In those remote parts of Germany where people yet retain old customs. The words are rather remarkable, being written half
in Latin and half in the upper German dinlect. I have translated them to 0it the music, and endeavoured to preserve, as much
a8 I could, the simplicity of the original. Of the melody there can be but one opinion ; namely, that which in spite of religiouns
animosity, secured it the approbation of the Protestant reformers, and that of the German people during many centuries. The
music in the following passages was written for the Choral Society at Carlsruhe, and was performed there in the Autnmn of 1834,
The original melody is distinguished by being expressed in notes of rather a larger character than those for which I am personally

snswerable,

Willsbridge, Gloucestershire, 8lst of January, 1837. R. L. P. I
L
The original words are as follows:—
L . 3 - ’ 4.
In dulci jubilo, 0 Jesu parvule O patris caritas ! Ubi sunt gaudia
Nun singet und seid fro ! Nach dir ist mir so Weh | O nats lenitas | Nirgend mehr denn da
Unsers herzen wunne Troest mir mein Gemuete ‘Wir weren all verloren Da die Engel singen
Leit__in presepio (¢] optime ! Per nostra crimina Nova cantica
Und leuchtet als die Sonne Dn.rg‘:l'la deine Guete S0 hat er uns erworben Und die Schellen klingen
Matris in gremio. 0 princeps quom 1 Coelorum gaudia, In regis curia !
Chor. Alpha es et, 0! Chor. Trahe me post ts | Chor, Kia wer wir dal Chor, Eia wer wir dal
// Arranged for Four Voices by W. J. WEsTBROOK *
“ Moderato . — dim. \
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%* This c&ou, In its original form, requires eight solo voices and a chorus for its proper performance. As many of the
solo parts are merely duplicates of thosegiven to the chorus, I have reduced the whole to a composition for four voices, taking
especial care, in the passages really written for eight voices, to adopt the composer’s parts with as little alteration as possible.
I have added a pianoforte condensation of the score for use at rehearsal, .5 W,
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