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Sure On This Shining Night

Sure on this shining night

Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.

The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.

Sure on this shining night
1 weep for wonder
Wand'ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars.
—James Agee

Copyright © 1968 by The James Agee Trust.

From Nocturnes, The American Choral Directors Association
2005 Raymond W. Brock Memorial Commission

Premiere performance of the Nocturnes at the 2005 ACDA National Convention by the
Donald Brinegar Singers and Morten Lauridsen, piano

I originally composed Sure On This Shining Night as the third movement for my choral cycle
Nocturnes on poems by Rilke, Neruda and Agee. I set the verse very much like a song from the
American musical theater stage and it should be sung in that manner. The first three
Nocturnes—Sa Nuit d’Eté (R.M. Rilke), Soneto de la Noche (Pablo Neruda) and Sure On This
Shining Night—may be performed either separately or as a cycle (in that order and including
the Epilogue). The Epilogue: Voici le soir, is only to be performed if the entire cycle is done,
following Sure On This Shining Night. In that case, the final chord of Sure On This Shining Night is
held with a fermata and then the chorus begins the Epilogue without a break between these
two movements.

In addition to the original SATB/piano and TTBB/piano versions, Sure On This Shining Night is
also available as a duet for soprano/mezzo-soprano and tenor/baritone with piano and as a
solo song for baritone and piano combined with Dana Gioia’s “Prayer,” published by Peermusic
as “Two Songs on American Poems.” The complete Nocturnes are recorded on Sure On This
Shining Night - Voce Sings Lauridsen and on Lauridsen - Mid-Winter Songs by The Singers -
Minnesota Choral Artists, both accompanied by the composer at the piano.

—Morten Lauridsen

The music of Morten Lauridsen, Distinguished Professor of Composition at the University of
Southern California Thornton School of Music, occupies a permanent place in the standard
vocal repertoire of the Twenty-First Century. He was Composer-in-Residence of the Los
Angeles Master Chorale from 1994-2001 and is currently Honorary Artistic President of
INTERKULTUR/World Choir Games. His works, including eight vocal cycles and a series of
sacred motets, are regularly performed throughout the world and have been recorded on over
200 CDs, several of which have received Grammy nominations. An award-winning
documentary by filmmaker Michael Stillwater, Shining Night: A Portrait of Composer Morten
Lauridsen, was released in 2012. Information about the film is at songwithoutborders.net.

Named an “American Choral Master” by the National Endowment for the Arts in 2005, he was
awarded the 2007 National Medal of Arts, the highest artistic award in the United States, by the
President in a White House ceremony “for his composition of radiant choral works combining
musical beauty, power, and spiritual depth.”

For more about Morten Lauridsen:
www.peermusicClassical.com
www.mortenlauridsen.net



Sure On This Shining Night

James Agee Morten Lauridsen
Flowing, tempo rubato (J =ca. 72) poco rit. a tempo
/"—'.--_'_._-_—_‘-N\
0 L - —
P AT ) ] F A T 1 Ly ] | 1 I 1 -
F Al }‘;I LT ] £ — k- 3 L | e 1 I ¥ i ¢ 1 | -
GRS = ——
© 2 - = & = o et i 2 _
Piano g p ) =
P espr (ARTAR
—_— | . — | E J
=1 L] I 1 | | & | e | I 1
O — - m—— & 1= - j:f =
i o S 4o &T e ]
1 —F —r | —
Bod__10ed 1 Bed___|
ed | Ted 1Ped.__|
4 ) a tempo
(i rit. mp
o b 1 1 I
T |Hey? 5 = { = | —a  orm— I I =1
S L4 1 L1 L]
¥ Sure on this shin -ing
mp
o3 1 I 1T I
B |52%h, - ; = 7—e—p e p o 1f
i L 7 =Y 1 1 |9 I 1 | I I
L 2 ¥ —  —
Sure on this shin -ing
e rit. a tempo
Q I l} L i s
g H 17, I 1 I T —
| v T P Y | - I | ! | 1 z
) — = ———— = = ;‘; — ;'; —
'f’ u E E _E l 'I' & - =4
— J =1 4 1= [ |
[N & P~ L | & o P~ —| & §
7 B 1P = F - e & - & & e o
Lt 7 [0
| | 12 JF'
Ped | ®od I
Ped. | Red

3 b ] | 1 1 I | ! | 1 1 | — =
night of star-made shad-ows round, kind -ness must watch for me this side____the ground, on this
poco rit.
n L ///_\ —
T rm—— e — e o et et : 3
———J | s %
) o = 9 =T —— r el ==
& > i ‘\:..._../ - » = ‘r
" ; | = N Reut| N
Y411 f - = s %
Lis = uct
[ LI 5 [#]
Ped J I AR |
ed. | Red. L L

*Omit if the low As are out of range.

Poem Copyright © 1968 by The James Agee Trust.
Used by Permission.

0124115 © Copyright 2005 by Songs of Peer, Ltd.
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

Printed in the U.S.A.



| ed

%01 Bed

EEEE EEEE |
TR ] s e e [/
. e 1z L
_ . ) _FH % h g I 2 o e 1)
x_ o Y W TN % s | & | o]z A
. _ s .FI% k¢ m I m L] I VA1 M
-] nm R - e
" o |_ = N ) A 2 e 2| e m:..;v g
& £ = & ; E g | iz
N £ Nallll| 55 hl% I By |
= CToasH « = =
” « v e QL LI DS B | 2B g
g z oL EE Eais oy = 2\, 48
= = = I Wl = i
| B Lw B AWl T 5 T g o2 [
= = ] —
] il g =
L
_” WD IH— mu _‘ e m b m R =]
|[[r- | w w o
i M- i R
I _ (Y2 Vi g k 2
TR | ol | ™ T = i En .
T = = [ o
- P and v-mb A Mb . .. m _ll .m
Hi ' 1] . = g 1™ & ENE 2 i) i) g g .
i : : - : M 5 HH| 2
il KL g v 8 g ) B
) 12N <ol & <1k NS 1 I TS = 5 =
. i Sasol SaS T T ] =} | & ﬁ.. £
nd %ﬂ 1l e - = ULz WY =
& & _ ) = =
\ g _ _ M - - " e
i ' lll* 1l ' B AT B, A % =] =l1] fr nm
M -y 8 B S
- = = .
l ] = Z g s T
; ] i |_ 1 .S .S m.lu ey
_ Ny L L TTe = = & 2 i »
= o E g e || frris
- s = L 18 N o
E g\ Z E. g m‘ 5 g v e
o = N Z 5NN e j ' N S L2 ¥ = [ _Hl \
= 2 U ) it Rt ) Ag. = \ ) Q] Ea W% TR
- s _|{n
HI.N 1daT -hv.Mv mev -hmww m“v o 4 LWMV Lw“w “4
- i 4 lm.ﬂv —la ul.y ] T la nt.y ek
i : 4 S L 5 o < iz a ik
SN N B N AN N N = Nl NP D
- S—— —— S—— — = —— ——

56

P




atm ot
ol o il w w v
= = Y E £
£ £ Y z
i I L 1A B TR | J—
=1 = =1
]
i 2T Al m.m
e
= |
' ' . ' 5 - =
TR Qb i <ol &
i minl ad aunil
--W N
s Y = \Ull| & £
= TR & Wl 8 - JiDHr =i ﬁ
3 aC / 0
R NE
s ||[[es TTN| £ g ||[1e=
i g _|
o e o |.# | 7] ! !
2 e 2 1 s T UI%
& t :
£ L= N 5 T “wm
i) X T
J i, 4
L] L*] - -
: g m 5 5| e
= = \
4 -mm -hm
7} I_mnw ,.,w.nv
) N N
S —— —

a tempo

molto rit.

ML

a tempo
e

night.

ing

1
=
night

3
ing

shin

o I3

night.

ing

shin

night.

ing

shin

molto rit.

2

oo
s

'
3
L

.

]

L3

1

P AT Y

*Omit if the low As are out of range.



e | - Frerre
The late year lies__
bt & T = i3 ) ";P 1o 11' f_ﬁ\l‘-‘ I
8 || o a = ==
" The late year lies__
| I T T 1 - 1 —
A e —r—— = —
16 = 4
F F e AEESEEE
I Aerslinrslnraiil b
L3 Hm e | I - :g =[[ =g z
| [ | T | =l - 0
SEFE | 1 . =
Bod | B0 1% Fed | B I
280 (no breath)
5 { 1 I | - - | ] I ik\ 1
O 7 | — '
j — — :
¥ down the north, All__ is healed, aL is health. High
. S, e £ g e - -
TR S St i EPi— " —— e e S i - H—
e e E— A e 1 e —H
& " down the north, All__ is healed, all___ s health. High
— __-_-_‘_‘-'_""'--—__
oy =
D o : - ] == = i 4
I | d—ﬁ:& 24— d' %
o # = — e ﬁ: 3
- 1T J< < J NJ M. .. J D
9 i/ ey S — N e @ > %
S5 6 8 - 2 [9 2 % io %
r Pa | R o |
Red | Bed |
31
) | T ”EF: e T | | -~
S —X_EQL‘H - I = f f T | > LN -
Db £ —t—
Y] — I —
The late year lies__ down the north, All__ s
n b1 I3 "ETL\ [ T | —
A = 1% 7 - 1 ' — —a
%}Eﬂgz 14 —_—— | =
AL The late year lies__ down the north, All_ s
e e B S I S e ————— S — I ]
L Iy o = ===
sum-mer holds the earth._ Hearts all whole. All__  is healed, _
r"""\ /_\
. Fpr e s 5 s | T o —
B[[hp F— LT TP rdr 32 i
4
.\ b | - 1| 1 ! 1 1
sum-mer holds the earth. . Hearts all whole. All_ s healed,
/—\ BTy e
g!'g'gz | N T
o < J —1 ¢ o ¢ o o o w‘#
1 = i ¢
LN 1
i e S Y Ir: 4 - |r)
sy
Fed | Bed I Ped | Bed |




34 G0 br?-@ ——— mf’
healed, ____ all__ s health. High sum-mer holds the earth.__ Hearts all__

0O | . - ;_i- A W-'fl—ﬂ 1
Arb————— 5w 3 T —_— 1
GRS E—— LT e fesaeay— T

healed, _ all__ s health. High  sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all

ﬂ | F I_-i A mf [—

- b - R ———— F—— 7
.%ﬁ*l £ : e 2 e e e e e e 2
ﬁ) — — — t
_all— s health,all__ s health. High  sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all
.,-—-‘\
Y eprer T, ™
T\: | BT - - | o | 1 I 1 IF' =2 r n Ia F F F F o > - E;!
T e e e e e — i 3, o e e ey —1 1%
. L4 T
" _ all__ is health, all__ is health. High sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all

T e —

0O
- %
AN 4 L 2 £ ]'
(2 I 4
tr F*':f o
& e = pe— 5 kEs—s55—>
i 8 i’; ]}’:‘ <3 {'3 41 r—i 1 ] (3
Ped | Fed 1 ed | Bed | Bed |
meno mosso rit. a tempo
37 f
() 1, ] ! ' ’ ' I |
p- ATl D [ ] | |12 ] 1 | I 1 | | | o |= l= - - %i
P b 2——— 3o 2w & = | | —— f { ;
o) e
whole. Sure on this shin -ing  night, sure on this shin - ing,
g — ] =
=S (PR =E
‘--.__________'____..-/'
whole. Sure on this shin - ing night, sure on this
n |- 1 [r— [r— f
[’ ) D (> ] | 15} | 1 1 | -
2 1 I I | s |
4 — ! A —
whole. Sure on this shin -ing  night, sure on this
| . . - ] ]
ey .+ o | =3 r—e - .
W I 1 I I_ 1 1 9] 1 I 14_
1 | 1 ¥ 1 | I
15 2 — : L
whole. Sure on this shin-ing  night, sure on this
meno mosso rit. a tempo
n i | I\ | [ |
o Fv‘ [3 ] 1 I\r 1 1\‘ I 1 &l
e = EE=EE=== =
@%% . - == 2 -
_ Lo ] )
L1 1 I]v | .
- :Jbb ¥ B i




43 ‘—__—:L—— a tempo P

rﬂ |y A — S — p—
| e i1 |

& ; = % g7 e e |

- ing night. I weep for won-der wan -d’ring far a - lone of

B, o e R P
P Ih nr PO | | ]
Mﬁ‘ i k— N1 ——T—1 =
1 .I|’ 1 o1 J. | 1 I. 1 | M |

D) e s = & & = & &

N ) ] Reaos o Memes =le
- ing night. | weep a - lone of
—— e

Lo T — ”? £

P ALY | 1 I 1 Y _I ! o | s | [  Ir———ry R | T — I

- ing night. I weep for won-der wan -d’ringfar a - lone of
————mp P
T o —— e N1t fe——T ] pr—
=1 | | i" | I | 11 | I 1
L4 . | = - &5 I |
I£ b = o —o—| |
- ing night. I weep a - lone of
,\ a tempo
i i, e
9 5 J .-{I | T o I

| 1088

2
2
i
2
2




[E]

Molto meno mosso,

meno mosso rit. molto rit. with a sense of wonder
46 molto lunga pPpp hushed
) D m
P ~ T — 142
1 1 | =0 - Y 11 -
B i — i o S § 7 }
v | | | 1T
| Y
shad - ows on the stars. Sure on this
B g =
o 7 1 113 1
| W LA 1 4 } 3 1 I I L] 1KY ] e
Hey> o b N = " =
D)} - - o - o= L4
shad - ows on the stars.
9 b — —— ol
%&" = == = -7 13 = 13
. - 1] 1
—
shad - ows on the stars.
‘ | . PPP hushed
= 1 1 | .Y 1| & 1 1 — I 11=¥ |
EEE= He e rrrr it
3 k) 1 d.\‘__—‘_-_-—_-_-_/ Iy} 1 L 1 1 1
shad - ows on the  stars Sure on this shin-ing
meno mosso rit. molto rit. Molto meno mosso,
molto lunga with a sense of wonder
m (no break) T
L ] T | L
= — F o i ;
= Bt PrP
| N | N PI)) K N [—
o P - & P P 3 1B 1 [ P | I
b T = oo = i
v [ . = -
= r V N .
Fed | Bed | Bed. ]
Ped.

[~

Y

| N [ N N | NI N b N 1 N
P Ty H—tr—1 ' e ; o | s Y
 — L <— S R —
5 a ) %) ) 7z
= -3 o i~ i <4
o 1% 1%  %ed | Red ]

*Omit if the low As are out of range.




this shin

ing night,

L )
[ ]
=

o
gl 17
28

shin

this

ing night,

shin

shin
|
|

this
L
[

ing night,
~

e
1

-
| I —

shin

=

-

shin

this

ing night,

shin

L ]
() ]

h

I

e |
bl CIW1J

@ Meno mosso

sy &

1Ly

o

[—

rit.

56
/nll

night.

ing

S

1T

1L

L)

night,

ing

=3

=
]/ .0
N\ =
~e
G
LIRS
1
o

»

f
=
2
= 3
o
=
E
(=]
=
m 4
[=1/]
=
)
'
1
Rt
N

=
b

|

*




e S
F

ing
ing
ing

ing

shin
shin
shin
shin

this
this
this

this

molto meno mosso
sure on
sure on
IY
sure on
sure on
molto meno mosso

m

=i

m

rit.

rit.

—
=
-

L 7 S I

meno mosso
meno mosso

129
L

Y
v

|
I 7 Y
v 1r

LN 7 .Y

9:

B L)
L ¢ . |
1 2 B
i

P

P Y
Fl_ b 7
e

A
Fl b 1Py

bl LU 7 Y
Z B 17y

n

il |
il |
Il |
1 |

lunga

lunga

o
molto rit.

molto rit.

(for Jama)
(ca. 4'45")

o
"/

rit.
rit.

[

T

P

night.
night.
night.
night.

Tempo 1
Tempo I

4

1 Xy T3
'y ]

i
P AT P 5 ]
B TVl
¥ |7 5 T}
T A ]
P ST PN T ]
B TP ok

P
o H TV,

62

*

o I}

v

roa



The Vocal Music of
Morten Lauridsen

A Backyard Universe (Witt)... S S S S e E BT O T PR P ATIOY
Agnus Dei (from Lux Aeterna) .........cccocieiniiivicccninccicncsicccncviicccesceeeen. SATB Chorus and Organ
B8 NAGTIE o pisms vinspsssmsismsininsnsmayinsisnsivsissarussssivsises sxmissiamassssmamsmmrsermmisrns SO B GHOEUS & Cappella
Ave:Brulcissimu Maria:cwsmiminirmvsaimnnmsisammiimeinnisazna T FBB:Chorus-a:cappella
Be Still, My Soul, Be Still (Housman)..........cccccococee oveveveneenn.. High Voice, Clarinet, Cello and Piano
Canticle/O Vos Omnes (antiphon) ......ccoccceicvciiinvcicniieeeee.. Women's Voices, Chimes and Clarinet

Les Chansons des Roses (Rilke)
Chanson Efuigﬂét’ (Rilke) ........

.. SATB Chorus and Piano
.. SATB Chorus a cappella
Cuatro Canciones (LOrca) .......cocvvevensisiniisvsininess .. High Voice, Clarinet, Cello and Piano

Dirait-on (Rilke) .... S . SATB Chorus and Piano
T'T'BB or SSAA Chorus and Piano
....... High or Medium Voice and Piano
Mlxcd Duq.t (H]bh or Medium Voices) and Piano
.. High Voice and Guitar

I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes .........

Lux Aeterna ...

.. SATB Chorus a cappella

.. SATB Chorus and Chamber Orchestra or Organ
(orchestral parts available on rental)

Madrigali: Six “Firesongs” on ltalian Renaissance Poems ............ccovvenee. SATB Chorus a cappella

Mid-Winter Songs on Poems by Robert Graves ........... . SATB Chorus and Orchestra
(Piano/Vocal Score Avallable frorn Opus Music Publishers, Inc.)

Nocturnes (Rilke, Neruda, Agee) ......cccocivvivviniininiiiiiinninnn. SATB Chorus and Piano
O Come, Let Us Sing Unto the Lord .................... SATB Chorus and Organ, Brass Quintet or Piano

.. SATB or TTBB Chorus a cappella
.. Medium Voice and Piano or Organ

O Magnum Mysterium .................

O Nata Lux (from Lux Aeterna) ..., SATB Chorus a cappella
Prayer (Giota) .....c.ooovviiiininien . SATB Chorus and Piano

M:xed Dl,lt..t (ngh or Medlum Voices) and Piano
Prayer (Gwm fmm Two Smigs on Amcmnn Pamn-.) . Baritone and Piano

Mled Due_t (ML‘dlUl‘l‘I Voices) and Piano

.... SATB Chorus and Piano
... TTBB Chorus and Piano

...Medium Voice and Piano
. MlXLd Duet (MLdiU]TI Voices) and Piano
Sure On This Shining Night (Agee, from Two Songs on American Poems) . .. Baritone and Piano

UIbi Caritas 61 AIIDY s.uesssmisssimisssminssisses iy spsiiasminssmsssnses ST B GHOrus a cappella
Where Have the Actors Gone (LAauTTASEN) ......oooviiiiiinisniessssssressssssnessessens .. Voice and Piano

" SATB Chorun and Piano
... Jazz Chorus a cappella

A Wintter Comie (MOSS) oo ssrsssnsssissessrsssisssssssss . WMedium Voice and Piano

All - Morten Lauridsen Recordings

“Lauridsen: Lux Aeterna,” Los Angeles Master Chorale, Sinfonia Orchestra and Morten Lauridsen (piano),
Paul Salamunovich conducting, on the Grammy-nominated RCM CD 19705

“Lauridsen: Nocturnes,” Polyphony, Britten Sinfonia, Andrew Lumsden (organ)
and Morten Lauridsen (piano), Stephen Layton conducting, on Hyperion CD 67580
“Lauridsen: Lux Aeterna,” Polyphony, Britten Sinfonia,
Stephen Layton conducting, on the Grammy-nominated Hyperion CD 67449
“Lauridsen: O Magnum Mysterium,” Chamber Choir of Europe, Jérg Halubek (organ)
and Morten Lauridsen (piano), Nicol Matt conducting, on Hinssler Classic CD 98272
“Lauridsen: Northwest Journey,” Donald Brinegar Singers and the Viklarbo Chamber Ensemble

with Ralph Grierson, Jane Thorngren, Sunny Wilkinson, Shelly Berg, James Drollinger, Anne Marie Ketchum
and Morten Lauridsen on RCM 12001

“Sure On This Shining Night,” Voce and the Voce Chamber Artists,
Mark Singleton conducting, voceinc.org
“Lauridsen — Mid-Winter Songs, " The Singers — Minnesota Choral Artists
Matthew Culloton conducting, singersmca.org
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